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Monique was so frightened when Harold Smeltzer told her what he was going to do to her as he led her to a 
darkened garage, the 10-year-old asked him to hold her hand. 

It has been nearly 30 years since police investigated the terrifying attack on her by then 22-year-old Smeltzer. 
Two years after he grabbed her off a South Calgary street in 1978, he snatched and killed five-year-old 
Kimberley Thompson. 

Since Smeltzer's first-degree murder conviction, and guilty pleas to two rapes and two attempted sexual 
assaults in 1981, Monique receives sombre brown envelopes from the National Parole Board, informing her of 
its decisions regarding his life sentence. But news of the parole board's decision to set free the man who stole 
her childhood came as yet another shock. 

Monique, whose real name cannot be used, was never informed of his Wednesday hearing. The 40-year-old 
mother was driving down Deerfoot Trail on Thursday when she heard about her attacker's release over the 
radio. 



"I'm 10 years old again. I'm so angry about this," said Monique. She receives updates on the board's decisions 
about her attacker, but didn't know the onus was on her to apply in writing to learn about his parole hearing. 

Evelyn Thompson, the mother of Kimberley, was not registered for either updates, and only learned 
of Smeltzer's upcoming bid for freedom when contacted by a Herald reporter last year. 

"I would have gone to that hearing. The idea that this poor mom had to be there without any other victims at her 
side. . . . There are a lot more of us out there than the public knows about," said Monique. 

Smeltzer has confessed to up to 40 attacks on Altadore-area women and girls between 1975 and 1980. 

The parole board's decision to release him to a Regina halfway house after serving 28 years of his life 
sentence has been met with anger from politicians, victims, the public and Monique's family. 

"He'll never do his time. Monique is doing her time as a result of this. Where does the parole board get off not 
asking us?" said her Calgary mother. 

"I was so grateful to him that he didn't kill her. Monique is alive, but I think he killed pieces of Monique. We 
need to revamp the justice system." 

Saskatchewan Justice Minister Don Morgan this week wrote federal Public Safety Minister Peter Van Loan, 
expressing his government's "grave concern" with the board's decision. 

Morgan asked the federal government to look at implementing tougher sentences for offenders who commit 
crimes against children, consecutive sentences instead of concurrent sentences for certain serious offenders 
and stricter registration and reporting requirements for sexual offenders. 

Van Loan's office has no jurisdiction over parole board decisions. It is an independent administrative tribunal 
whose members are appointed by Public Safety. Any changes to its procedures or restrictions to its powers 
must be brought in as part of the federal government's proposals to get tough on crime. 

The board has exclusive authority under the Corrections and Conditional Release Act to grant, deny, cancel, 
terminate or revoke day parole and full parole. 

It also requires victims of crime to register themselves in writing to receive updates for its decisions on inmates. 
If they wish to observe parole hearings, they must sign up separately for that. 

According to the board, more than 6,500 people, including victims and journalists, have attended parole 
hearings in the past five years. 

More than 22,000 parole decisions have been sent to the public in the same time. 

Monique's family can't believe that an offender with Smeltzer's background met the parole board's satisfaction. 

"Thirty years later, it's so vivid. We've been really private about this for 30 years. We are like every other 
family," said Monique's mother. 

The family hopes that more victims Smeltzer claims to have attacked will come forward. Although Calgary sex 
crimes detectives are aware of Smeltzer's claims, there are very little reports on file to match up to him. 

"There are more like us. If nothing else, I hope people are indignant enough to do something," Monique's 
mother said. 



Monique can pinpoint the date her childhood ended. On a January night in 1978, shortly after the family had 
spent New Year's Eve in Disneyland, the Grade 5 girl was having a sleepover at her mother's friend's house. 

She was walking back with two dogs from a corner shop after buying a box of Kraft Dinner as a treat for 
supper. 

Just half a block from her destination, Smeltzer intercepted and asked if the dogs bit. She said no, and he 
started walking with her and struck up a conversation about where she lived, she says. 

The questions scared her and she lied, saying she lived down the street. Smeltzer scooped her and took off 
down an alley. He led her away for blocks, ending up at a garage. 

"He told me he wanted me to kiss him. I remember gagging," she remembers. 

After it was over, Smeltzer told her to count to 100. The terrified girl walked in the dark to the safety of busy 
14th Street, far from where she was staying. She saw a woman get off a bus and asked her for help. 

When she arrived at the house, the police were waiting. The dogs had come home without her and her 
mother's friend called for help. 

It's a nightmare night that has never ended for her family. 

"It's a lifelong event. It doesn't mean you don't go on, but every now and then, your life stops as a result of this," 
her mother said. 

"It's affected all of us." 
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